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Chamber of Deputies in that famous sitting of March 3, 1894, when M. Spuller, Minister of public worship, the confidant and inspirer of Gambetta, delivered the great speech which marks an epoch in the history of the Third Republic. Developing the religious policy of the Government, M. Spuller explained the new spirit of tolerance and charity which the Republican State henceforth intended to apply. A wave of genuine enthusiasm overswept the country. Leo XIII, who had put himself at the head of the Democracy, and abandoned the " corpse " of the Conservative party, was regarded as the benefactor of the State. The Republican Government, eager to lay down their arms, responded loyally to the papal overtures. All along it had been their dream to open wide the doors of the Republic. Never for a quarter of a century had it been possible, for outside had pressed a howling mob, led by nondescript pretenders, the immense Catholic army at their back, ready to invade and sack the entire house. At last a Pope of keen political intelligence had made it possible to realize the ideal of an open and tolerant Republic.
This state of national union was of short duration. There was gnashing of teeth among the irreconcilable survivors of the old regimes. After a show of submission they hardened their hearts like Pharaoh. In this way they played into the hands of the Radical Republicans, whose anti-clericalism they revived. Little by little the old battle began afresh, but, as before, the first blows were dealt by the clerico-conservative coalition, and it became obvious that, whatever the sincerity of the Pope's motives, the consequences of his policy were likely to be the opposite of his intentions. The order to the Catholics to rally to the Republic was without ulterior motive. Its results went to justify the scepticism of the Brissons and the Clemenceaus who, from the very first, regarded it as a deep-laid scheme for laying hold of the Republic, in a word as the classic policy of the Trojan horse. Frenchmen rapidly lost their